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STEM AT A DISTANCE!

STEM? Academy, the first school in the nation to provide a STEM curriculum to students with social and learning
differences, and our new homeschool academic program, The Learning Center, are taking on STEM learning at
a distance. Check out what our resilient teachers and students have been up to during distance learning!

OF MICROBES AND MEN

Welcome Thermus thermophiles HBS,
the identified microbe that our high
school Bioinformatics class is working on.
They're annotating the microbe’s genes
in conjunction with the National Institute
of Health and Seattle Pacific University.
That research has led them to a deeper
appreciation of how the annotation of
the genes of coronavirus is one of the
steps necessary to finding a vaccine or

a cure.

PUZZLES AND PROBLEMS

Rube Goldberg'’s grand-daughter has
challenged all students to construct a
Rube Goldberg device at home, video

it, and post the video for all to see. So

if you hear the sounds of balls rolling,
and wooden blocks falling in your house,
tread lightly! Our students are at work!
They're also solving coding puzzles—
they have a certain amount of time to
solve the puzzle, competing against their
classmates.
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REACHING FOR THE STARS

What did the Hubble Telescope see

on your birthday? Using the NASA
interactive website, students looked

up what Hubble saw on their birthday,
and presented to the class in a Zoom
video chat. Discussions after involve the
concepts of distance and time, size and
location, astronomy and cosmology.
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LEARNING CENTER SCIENCE

Students in The Help Group Learning
Center have been hard at work on their
Science Fair experiments! Bedrooms
and kitchens, living rooms and garages
have been converted into labs. Fizzes
and crackles, color changes and more
than one ‘Bang!’ have echoed in student
homes. Home-schooling has never been
so much fun!
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